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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 SANTIA 00410 142105Z 
ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO OES-06 NSF-02 PM-04 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 
INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-02 /050 W 

150401Z 047752/63 

R 131840Z JAN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3017 

UNCLAS SANTIAGO 00410 

ATTENTION NSF POLAR 

E.O.l 1652:/N/A 
TAGS: TGEN, Cl 

SUB J : VISIT OF CHILEAN PRESIDENT TO ANTARCTICA 

CHILEAN PRESS HAS BEEN PUBLICIZING FOR SEVERAL WEEKS THE 
PLANNED VISIT OF PRESIDENT AUGUSTO PINOCHET TO CILEAN 
BASES IN THE ANTARCTIC. THE JANUARY 14, 1977 EDITION OF 
EL MERCURIO ANNOUNCED THAT PRESIDENT PINOCHET, HIS WIFE, 

THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN RELATIONS, THE MINISTER OF 
DEFENSE, AND A TOTAL OF 80 PERSONS WOULD EMBARK LATER IN 
THE DAY FROM PUNTA ARENAS ON CHILEAN NAVAL VESSEL 
AQUILES FOR VISITS TO ANTARCTIC BASES "ARTURO PRAT ’, 

"BERNARDO O'HIGGINS ", AND "PRESIDENT FREE" THE 
PRESIDENT WILL ASO VISIT THE SUB-BASE "YELCHO" IF WEATHER 
AND ICE CONDITIONS PERMIT. THE AQUILES WILL ATTEMPT TO 
SAIL AS FAR SOUTH AS THE MARGARITA BAY AREA. IN TOTAL, 

THE TRIP IS EXPECTED TO LAST 10 DAYS. THERE HAS 
BEEN NO WORD FROM THE GOC THAT PRESIDENT PINOCHET 
AND PARTY PLAN TO VISIT PALMER SEC SESTATION BUT NSF 
POLAR MAY WANT TO ALERT PALMER TO PRESIDENT 
PINOCHET’S PRESENCE IN THE AREA JUST IN CASE THE 
PRESIDENTIAL PARTY DECIDES TO PAY THEM AN UN- 
ANNOUNCED VISIT. 
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